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0E. ASKINC TODAY 
Answered by Mervyn Maxwell 
LETTERS FROM EVERYWHERE 
Reading your article, "Greater 
Than Your Greatest Need" in the 
August "Signs" has encouraged me 
more and more to accept Christ as 
my Saviour and the Sabbath com-
mandment as a part of the true 
word of God. I enjoy many differ-
ent authors, but would you be sur-
prised if I told you that for me 
there's none like Ellen G. White? 
I have her "Great Controversy." 
Would you tell me how I can secure 
others of her books—and, of course, 
a copy of your own "Man, What a 
God!" 
Thanks for writing! 
You and our other readers will be 
interested to know that in addition 
to your letter from the Bahamas 
other letters directed to this col-
umn came this month from Eire 
( South Ireland ), the Philippines, 
Ethiopia, Indonesia, and British 
Columbia, besides, of course, the 
U.S.A. 
The nearest address from which 
you can secure almost any Advent-
ist publication in English is Baha-
mas Book and Bible House, P.O. 
Box 6344 M.S., Nassau, Bahamas. 
PRAY FOR DATE? 
Prayer may work for some peo-
ple, but it surely doesn't work for 
me. I've asked God over and over 
to help me get a date with this girl, 
but it never does any good. She 
always turns me down. 
Too many of us ( even after we're 
experienced Christians ) uncon-
sciously regard God as a kind of 
vending machine. If we put in a 
nickel's worth of prayer, or even a 
dollar's worth, and out comes a 
bonanza, we sing out, "This is really 
great. Prayer is where it's at." 
But if after we pray nothing 
seems to happen, we complain, 
"This machine is out of order!" 
Look. Today we're being re- 
minded all the time that people are 
not numbers, or averages, or com-
puter printouts, or machines, but 
people. And that people individ-
ually are persons. 
Then why not God? Sure! He's 
a Person too. A great, powerful, 
kind, loving, wonderful, and intel-
ligent Person. He does not give us 
many things we ask for precisely 
because He is a Person who loves 
us too much and knows us too well 
to give us a lot of things we think 
we want at the time. 
Just between us, aren't you glad 
on second thought that some of the 
girls you asked Him to help you 
date a year ago turned you down? 
FIG-TREE FURY 
Like a lot of other kids I know, 
I'm reading my Bible a lot more 
now than I used to. But the story 
about Jesus cursing the fig tree in 
Matthew 21 bothers me. Every time 
I read it I think it can't be for real. 
Jesus couldn't possibly have got 
mad with a mere tree! But if this 
story isn't true, then I'm not sure 
I can count on some of the other 
stories about Jesus in the Bible. So 
I'd like to know what you make 
of it. 
If you look closely you'll see that 
the Bible doesn't say Jesus got 
angry with the fig tree. This then 
leaves us free to search for what 
His motive really was. 
It was early spring, and this par-
ticular fig tree was in full leaf long 
before the other fig trees around 
it. Since it is the remarkable nature 
of fig trees to start yielding ripe 
fruit as soon as their leaves come 
out, Jesus had a right to hope that 
this one would have figs on it. And 
since it was early in the morning, 
He was evidently hungry. He was 
disappointed to find only leaves. 
Now, do you suppose Jesus was 
the only person whom that tree dis-
appointed? Hardly. It had aroused  
and then disappointed the hopes 
of countless other hungry travelers 
as well. And because evidently it 
was genetically defective, it had 
probably done so for many springs 
in the past and would have con-
tinued to do so for many springs 
into the future, if Jesus hadn't 
caused it to die. 
So His act of cursing the fig tree 
was really a kindness to travelers, 
and thus in harmony with every-
thing else we know about Him! 
I can add that many theologians 
see in this incident an illustration of 
Christ's disappointment with Chris-
tians who make a show of their re-
ligion but don't really live it in such 
a way as to help others. Hypocrites 
sadden Christ because they let 
down other people's hopes. 
MUST I STAND STRAIGHT? 
Everybody tells me I have awful 
posture, and they're right. But how 
do you stand straight when you've 
lived this way all your life? This 
isn't a spiritual problem, but it is 
a practical one. 
Write the Loma Linda Univer-
sity School of Health, Loma Linda, 
California, for modern posture ex-
ercises. In the meantime, try these 
time-tested steps: 
1. Don't start with your rounded 
shoulders. Start nearly two yards 
down—with your feet. Plant your 
two feet parallel. 
2. Pull in what you sit on, gently. 
3. Keep your chin level. 
4. Lift up your chest and scalp 
until you're ten feet tall. There! 
You're looking better already. 
PLEASE, SOMEBODY, LAUGH! 
I can't understand it. And I don't 
like it. Every time I tell a joke or 
pass a funny remark at a party, 
nobody laughs. But sure as can be, 
a few minutes later one of the pop-
ular guys will say the very same 
thing, and everybody nearly dies 
laughing. It makes me mad. What 
have they got I don't have? 
I don't know you, so I'll have to 
guess. 
Many teen-agers, as part of their 
total package of adolescence, pass 
through a phase of not talking very 
loudly or very clearly. 
You probably don't think this is 
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rue of you, because naturally you 
inderstand what you say. ( Your 
.ars aren't very far from your 
mouth, you see. ) 
Try telling your jokes twice as 
.oudly, twice as clearly, and twice 
as slowly. You'll be in for a happy 
surprise. 
Just be sure, though, that if ev-
rybody is going to get your mes-
sage next time, your remarks are 
worth the effort. 
TIRED OF TRYING 
I'm so tired of trying to please 
God and always feeling guilty. 
How can I love a God who gives 
me an infinite list of things I should 
do to please Him, an infinite list of 
things to feel guilty about, and an 
infinite life of frustration? I just 
can't ever please Him. Every time 
I do any least little thing, He's on 
my back.. .. I've written you before 
and appreciate your letters. Please 
be patient. I've got to settle this. 
I'm glad for your letters. They 
make me think. Try these answers 
and see if any help. 
1. "God is love." 1 John 4:8. Then 
at least He's as nice as, say, you 
are. More. He's as nice as the kind-
est person you know. Even nicer 
than that. 
You don't follow your friends 
around, picking on them all the 
time, do you? Certainly your "nic-
est" friend doesn't do that to you. 
So why should you think God does? 
The Bible says, "God sent not His 
Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through 
Him might be saved." John 3:17. 
2. Your real trouble is that you 
think being a Christian is adhering 
to a checklist, and that you've got 
to do your assignments all by your-
self. But real Christianity is living 
a life with God as your Friend. It's 
a person-to-person thing. It's be-
coming a new kind of person—kind, 
forgiving, helpful—not by trying to 
but by being so hand-in-hand with 
Jesus Christ that His kindness and 
helpfulness flow into you, and His 
righteousness becomes yours, by 
faith. 
3. God wants to hold you close 
and love you as His daughter. But 
you say, "Don't touch me, God! 
I've got pimples, and I know You 
can't love a girl with pimples— And  
I know that I can't love a God who 
can't love a girl with pimples." 
( Read that again. ) 
4. The Bible says, "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." Acts 16:31. Believe! 
See Him dying to save you, believe 
He loves you. Then it will be easier 
for you to love Him. 
5. Then read what Paul says for 
every Christian: "I have become 
absolutely convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither messenger of 
heaven nor monarch of earth, nei-
ther what happens today nor what 
may happen tomorrow, neither a 
power from on high nor a power 
from below, nor anything else in 
God's whole world has any power 
to separate us from the love of God 
in Jesus Christ our Lord!" Romans 
8:38, 39, Phillips. 
GOD ANSWERED OUR PRAYERS 
I think I can help the man who 
wanted to know if God would heal 
him. 
I am seventeen and I just re-
turned from a week-long church 
camp. Before then I had never seen 
a miracle and kind of doubted 
them. During that week I witnessed 
more miracles than the disciples 
probably ever did. You could just 
feel God all over the room, and it 
wasn't as if we were 300 different 
kids; it was like we were all one 
as we watched God perform mir-
acles. It was really beautiful, and 
it left you with a wonderful peace 
knowing that God cares so much 
for His people. I just had to share 
this with you. [Karen] 
I'm not a member of your de-
nomination but I do share many of 
your beliefs. I have noticed fre-
quently in your magazine that peo-
ple ask if God really answers 
prayer and if He still performs mir-
acles. 
The answer is of course an un-
qualified YES! I have had so many 
answers to prayer I couldn't begin 
to count them. There's no magic 
formula. I can only tell people that 
I have developed a relationship 
with Jesus in which I feel totally at 
ease. He's become my best Friend, 
my Protector, my Guide. I can go 
to Him with anything and know 
that He is going to take care of me. 
He's changed my life in the past.  
He's changing it now. He'll change 
it tomorrow. [Linda] 
CAN GOD HELP THE "GAY"? 
For a full year or more a close 
college friend of mine dropped out 
of my life. Suddenly a month ago 
he came to see me and to announce 
that he has become a practicing 
homosexual. In fact, he spent most 
of our visit trying to persuade me 
to believe that for him being "gay" 
is perfectly natural and proper. He 
has read a lot of psychology books 
and says he's going to go active in 
the gay-lib movement. What wor-
ries me most is that Fred (not his 
real name), who has always been 
a religious person, thinks God is 
happy to have him live this way. 
Undoubtedly it is "natural" for 
people brought up in certain types 
of homes to become homosexual, 
but does this make it "right" or 
"best" for them? People brought up 
in other types of homes fall just as 
naturally into stealing or cheating 
or other forms of vice, but this 
hardly makes vice good. 
The Bible speaks very strongly 
against homosexuality. "Thou shalt 
not lie with mankind, as with worn-
ankind: it is abomination." Leviti-
cus 18:22. Men who are "consumed 
with passion for one another," it 
warns, will receive "in their own 
persons the due penalty for their 
error." Romans 1:27, RSV. 
It is tragic that a man whose 
very inadequacy arises from hun-
ger for the love and acceptance he 
never received at home falls into 
sex habits that usually keep him 
from having a home of his own with 
a loving wife and children. 
Psychology is right to point out 
that the homosexual is a victim of 
circumstances who deserves under- 
standing from "straight" people, but 
how regrettable that it goes on to 
imprison the homosexual in the con- 
viction that he can never become a 
a really normal person. The Bible 
speaks of God's compassion for sin- 
ners; it also speaks triumphantly of 
His power to help us lay aside our 
"old selves" and become new per-
sons. It gives every sinner an op-
tion. It promises that "if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creatjon." Ro-
mans 6; 2 Corinthians 5:17, 'RSV. 
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